Binyon     It was not many months after Orpen's and Ricketts's
falls ill death that Binyon fell seriously ill and for a few days we
were concerned for his safety. ], too, had recently come
through an attack of pneumonia, to which Binyon refers in
his letter:
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2$th December, 1931. My dear William,
Your letter was a great pleasure to get. You know how much I prize your friendship and sympathy, and it was good news that you have come through your illness, of which I heard when I was in hospital but wasn't allowed then to write. It will have been an anxious time for your wife, Cicely too has had a bad time in that way—much worse than 1, for I knew nothing of the danger I had been in till I got home, I can't tell you how good everyone at Guy's was both to her —they let her stay at the hospital the most critical night—and to me, who was spoiled by the charming nurses, It was rather heavenly all the same to get home again after seven weeks there. I have now a long convalescence before me, as I am told I ought not to go back to work till Easter, I wonder if I can keep idle so long!
I am reading a novel by Leo Myers about India in Akbar's time, though not a historical novel at all. It is beautifully written and full of thought. Have you read it? It isn't complete yet as there are to be three parts, I first read Part II (I can't remember the title) and now I am reading Part I, called the Near and the Far: I am writing a brief life of Akbar— had done about irds when the operation intervened, Do you know the Jesuit Monsoriate's Book? I find it extremely interesting, as a first hand account of the first mission to Akbar.
Do go and see my little exhibition of Indian art at the B.M., if you haven't already.
Wishing you both all good—from both of us— Affectionately yours,
LAURENCE BINYON,
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